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drawn, or the French Government would " know how to do its
duty without hesitation and without weakness."
King William was somewhat taken aback at this ; but when
it was officially communicated to him by Benedetti, the French
ambassador, he mildly replied that this was purely a family matter
which concerned him merely as head of the House of Hohen-
zollern, not as King of Prussia. If Prince Leopold wished to
withdraw his candidature, he would consent to that course, but
he did not see that more could be expected of him. As a
matter of fact, Leopold had already decided that in the circum-
stances the throne would not be worth having, and on i2th July
he announced that he would not accept it after all.
The exultation of France was boundless: Prussia had retreated
before her threat of war, and Sadowa was avenged! So intoxi-
cated were the ministers by their diplomatic victory that they
determined to follow it up by humiliating Prussia still further.
Benedetti was instructed to seek another interview with
King William (now taking the waters at Ems) and demand an
explicit undertaking that he would never renew the candidature
of Leopold or any other member of his family. Even now the
King refused to take offence. He merely sent a message to
Benedetti to the effect that, as the Prince had withdrawn there
was no point in any further discussion of the matter.
Meanwhile Bismarck was in despair. The truculent attitude
of France was just the pretext for war that he was seeking, and
here was the King throwing the opportunity away ! On the
afternoon of I3th July he was gloomily discussing the situation
in Berlin with Roon and Moltke when a telegram arrived from
King William describing the recent incident. Bismarck saw his
chance. By publishing the telegram with certain passages
deleted he made it appear that the King had been insulted and
had refused any further communication with the ambassador in
terms that could only be a prelude to war. This had the desired
effect. All Germany was aflame with indignation at an affront
to the nation in the person of the old King who was universally
respected; and this indignation aroused a responsive resent-